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Aug 2nd                    Puget Sound Vizsla Club Fun Day—Location to be at Valorie Bordon’s Property (more information to come) 

 

 

Aug 22-24th             Puget Sound Vizsla Club Scent Work Trial 

                                                                                      Nine Mile Falls Elementary School, WA (more information to come) 

 

 

Oct 17-19th              3 PSVC Specialties (1 Independent, 2 Designated) —Cashmere, WA (more information to come) 

 

        S a v e  t h e  D a t e !         U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S  

President’s Message 
Hello Everyone and welcome to the beginning of summer!!!   

We’ve had a great couple months as a club.  In March we held a specialty at the Bremerton shows.  It 
was a very fun time, although entry numbers were down, but that seems to be the case country wide 
right now.  The last weekend in March we held our first double-double hunt test.  It was a great suc-
cess with many new titles.  Overall the weather was good but a bit windy (to say the least).  The test 
site and owner were very nice.  We hope to continue with this test site next year but move it farther 
into April with the hopes of a little warmer weather.   

In April, the VCA held the annual National Specialty in South Sioux City Nebraska, where some of our 
members were able to travel.  Check out the brags section to see some of our members achieve-
ments!  It was a wonderful hotel site and the weather was great.  Next year Nationals will be held in 
the San Diego area. 

Finally, PSVC teamed up with TEVCO and the Ranier Sporting Dog Association for a weekend of 
specialties.  Lots of fun and camaraderie made for a great weekend.  

Upcoming events this summer will include a fun day in early August and our first scent work trial in 
later August.  Watch for emails with details for both events and meeting announcements. 

Once again I encourage members to join in to our club zoom meetings.   We are only as strong as our 
membership and volunteers.   

I would also like to send a huge thank you to everyone that has worked so hard to put these events 
together and volunteer their time to help the events run smoothly! 

I hope that everyone is gearing up for a fun and relaxing summer. 

Have a great day! 

Erica Nicholson 

President, Puget Sound Vizsla Club. 

mailto:newsletter@pugetsoundvizsla.net
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Voted in March 2025:    Julia Soes 

 

 Voted in June 2025:   Katrina Rodin         

Puget Sound Vizsla Club         

Membership Notifications  

     New Applications Read at the June 2025 Meeting: 

 
None Presented 

 

PSVC has gone Green! 
If you want to receive a PRINTED copy of the newsletter in 

 addition to an electronic version,  

please notify Carla Slabaugh   

psvcnews@yahoo.com     

 

 

 

2025 PSVC Officers and Board Members 
 

Club Officers 

President: Erica Nicholson – president@pugetsoundvizsla.net  

Vice President: Gaelyn Krauser  

Secretary: Meghan Faulkenberry - secretary@pugetsoundvizsla.net  

Treasurer:  Mary McIntyre - treasurer@pugetsoundvizsla.net  

Membership: - Athena Rima   -  membership@pugetsoundvizsla.net  

Breeder Referral: Janine Marty -  breederreferral@pugetsoundvizsla.net  

 

Members at Large: 

Sue Muir  

Tom Shay   

Carla Slabaugh (Newsletter editor) psvcnews@yahoo.com 

mailto:psvcnews@yahoo.com
mailto:president@pugetsoundvizsla.net
mailto:secretary@pugetsoundvizsla.net
mailto:treasurer@pugetsoundvizsla.net
mailto:membership@pugetsoundvizsla.net
mailto:breederreferral@pugetsoundvizsla.net
mailto:psvcnews@yahoo.com
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2025 Hunt Test Summary 
 
PSVC held its 2025 hunt test AND our first double double March 29 & 30th at      
Sophie Creek Ranch in Ellensburg.  Moving the test to the east side gives both dogs 
and handlers a better feel for more realistic hunting conditions and in the case of 
this years test, better weather. 
 
We had a turnout totaling 119 entries over the two days.  Of the 119 entries, 45 received passing scores in 
either Junior, Senior or Master hunter levels. The weather was perfect for the test, cool with good wind for 
the dogs. 
 
There was a strong turnout of volunteer help this year which is huge when trying to put on an event like this. 
I would like to give a big shout out to Janine Marty, our test Secretary, Eric  Cookson who provided  hot 

cooked breakfasts and lunches, Will Stewart and Megan Faulken-
berry for planting birds all weekend, Bryan Rowe and Megan’s dad, 
Mike for gunning and bird planting, Lisa Stewart, Cathy Dickey, Gail 
Fleming and Sheila Wald for line marshaling, Mike Wald for          
directing participants and all who helped with takedown and   
cleanup.  Many thanks to all of them for their help in making this a 
successful event. 
 

Tom Shay 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

More HT Photos continued on 
next page... 

Puget  Sound Vizs la  Club Hunt Tes t  Repor t  
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Puget  Sound Vizs la  Club Hunt Tes t  Repor t  Continued 
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Celebrat ing our Sugar Seniors  

 
Attached are photos of my littermate Triplets Tyger, Pippa and Ceelo, who are a lively 13-1/2, having turned 13 in December. 

 

Sugar faces photo = 2025 

Puppy photos, about 11 weeks old, 2012 

 

"Tyger" CH Fantazsa's The Tyger RE JH NFP CA BCAT RATN CGC TKN 

"Pippa" Fantazsa's Classic Kerfuffle BN RE JH CA BCAT TKN 

"Ceelo" Fantazsa's Anahata Cielo BN RAE JH NAP NJP NFP CAX BCAT TKI 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Breeder/Owner: Pam Hidaka 

They are out of GCHB DC AFC Snowridge Gunfire Flynn MH CGC  

x  

CH Fantazsa's Classic Chenille BN RE OA OAJ NAP NJP NF RATN CGC 
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PSVC FUN DAY INFORMATION  

PSVC is hosting a Fun Day and Beach Party!! 
Saturday August 2nd 

25530 NE 138th, Duvall WA 
 
PSVC is hosting a Fun Day for Club members, breeder’s puppy owners and as outreach to the greater Vizsla 
community. It’s located in Duvall on a 60 acre farm on the Snoqualmie River with a great beach for swimming, 
plenty of field parking and free overnight dry camping for Friday and Saturday.   

 

Here’s the planned schedule: 

11 am, Tom and Gale Shay will be giving a demonstration of the different levels of AKC Hunt Tests with 
their beautiful and talented dogs. 

Note: for those interested in introducing your dog to a bird for a nominal fee (cost of bird), please contact 
me by July 25

th
  so we know the number of birds needed. 

12:30 pm, Margaret Hughes of Go-Get-'Em Agility will offering Trick Dog and Canine Good Citizen evalua-
tions. Fees for the test are $25 for Trick Dog and $30 for CGC or CGCA. Those meeting the title require-
ments submit the approved title application to AKC with a $30 processing fee. 

2 pm, head to the beach for swimming and social time with your V’s and other V lovers.  Bring chairs, sun-
screen, refreshments, whatever you need to be comfortable.  There are shallow areas for wading and sand 
castle building. Friendly dogs can be off leash, but should have a good recall as the beach and property 
are not fully fenced. 

Any questions, please message me on Facebook under Valorie Bordon  

or email me at riverwillowfarm@frontier.com. 

Hope to see you there! 

mailto:riverwillowfarm@frontier.com


 

 

The Sounder                                                                                                    Page 7 

PUGET SOUND VIZSLA CLUB SPECIALTY RESULTS 
Olympia, WA  
May 31, 2025 

Our spring specialty in conjunction with RSDA Spring Fling and Wine Country Vizsla specialties was a great successful outing with a 
nice turnout of 39 entries.   The weather cooperated with sunny skies for our specialty holding off on the misty rain until later in 

the day.  The day started out with PSVC Specialty, followed by a VCA Designated Specialty at the RSDA show and ended with a fun 
potluck and wine tasting at Medicine Creek Winery.  While the ring surface could have been better overall the grounds are lovely 

and everyone had a great time judging by all the laughter and smiles ringside.   Show Chair—Sheila Wald 

Specialty Judge: Mrs. Jo Ann Colvin  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Best of Breed & NOHS GCH CH Dezertfyre Rhapsody Narnia Business RN JH S Wald/M Wald/K Torgeson 
Best of Opposite Sex GCH CH Gossamer Lark Of My Heart L Zepp 

Select Dog GCHG CH Koppertone's Chicks Dream About Me S Ryan/M Goodwein/K Ford 

Select Bitch GCH CH Dezertfyre's Miss American Pie JH M Wald/S Wald 

Best of Winners/Winners Dog Velocity N Dezertfyre's Walk On The Wylde Side N Nelson/S Luther/S Wald/C Nelson 

Winners Bitch Tierah's Good Times Roll CGC TKN N Kolze 

      

Award of Merit GCH CH Bender-N-Tierah's Queen of Hearts JH CGC TKI FITB C Brewer/L Bender/J Brennan 

Award of Merit CH Tierah's Glistening Morning Star FDC CAA FCAT CGC TKI ATT P Groat 

Award of Merit CH Walter-Sokoldalu's B'Rock My World RI BCAT CGC TKN G Warnock/D Warnock/C Slabaugh 

Award of Merit CH Fantazsa's The Tyger BN RE JH NFP CA BCAT RATN CGC TKN P Hidaka 

      

Best Veteran GCHS Ch Rhapsody Dezertfyre Write UR Stori CD BN RN SH CGC S Wald/M Wald/K Wald-Torgeson/M 
Porfido-Delucia 

Reserve Winner Dog Sokoldalu's Rule1-Nevr Screwover Ur Partner RA SWE CGC C Slabaugh/R Slabaugh 

Reserve Winner Bitch Tierah & Bender's Frozen In Time C Brewer/L Bender/J Brennan 

Best Junior Handler GCH CH Tierah El Citra’s Hoppily Ever After TKN ATT VHMA  Jr Handler: Avery Hansen 
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A Local Vizsla History – Part 1 

Pam Hidaka, Fantazsa Vizslas 

 

I had intended to just write a history of the Puget Sound Vizsla 
Club, which I joined in 1978. I then realized no local history 
would really be complete without a brief history of the Vizsla 

breed’s early years in the state of Washington. This history pre-
dates my involvement with the breed, though I am grateful I even-

tually knew the people whose stories I am privileged to tell. 

The actual origin of our current PSVC is inextricably tied to the 
early years of the Vizsla breed in the United States, introduced 

from Eastern Europe in the early 1950s. In 1955, George Yama-
moto of Port Orchard, WA purchased a female puppy he named 

Nikki of Bayview from Dr I.S. Osborn of LeSueur, MN,               

A veterinarian who had imported the litter’s sire from 
what is now known as the Czech Republic. George 

was an avid upland game hunter. George’s friend Bob 
Foster, of Bremerton and a photographer for the local 

newspaper, was an accomplished field trainer. Bob 
must have recommended to George this newer and 
uncommon breed of field dog at that time, and they 

both got puppies 
from Osborn 

from the same 
sire. 

 

 

Bob took George’s 16-month old Nikki and his own dog Tito of Shirbob 
to the first Magyar Vizsla Club field trials in Fort Snelling, MN in May 
1956. Nikki swept the Puppy & Derby stakes. An American Field re-
view of her Open Puppy performance (13 starters) stated “Nikki of 

Bayview ran a hard, searching course and her work in the bird field had 
all the spectators standing in the rain as she slammed into two bird finds, 
one-two. The judges rated her as excellent for running, handling and bird 

finding.” 

Her Open Derby run (7 entries) was described “Nikki’s back course was 
excellent, she searched birdy cover and handled like a veteran. She was 
credited with one find and retrieve to hand, and a solid back of brace-

mate.” She made national field news and gained attention for this then-
new breed of bird dog. In fact, her breeder offered a large sum of money 

to buy her back, as George often recalled with a smile. 

 

 

Continued on next page... 

Bob Foster, Nikki of Bayview & George Yamamoto, May 1956  

With Bob Foster, Belfair 1982, Fantazsa's Kis Csillag & CH Fantazsa's  
Classic Magenta  

Bob Foster with CH Nikki's Arco HOF  
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Continued...A Local Vizsla History – Part 1  

 

Bob was active in local field trails and 
continued to train dogs, and George 

continued to hunt upland game in East-
ern WA for many years with his Vizs-
las and hunting buddies such as Don-
ald Douglas Jr of McDonnell Douglas 
Aircraft. George and Bob both bred 

several litters. Bob’s breeding program 
under his kennel name Shirbob was 
influential in several early lines such 
as Jane & Bud Graff’s Weedy Creek 
line in Nebraska. Jane was the editor 

of The Vizsla News in the 1960s 
whose lively journalistic flair was 

much appreciated in the early years of 
the fledgling national Vizsla club. 

 

I met Bob and George in the early 
1980s. George still had a few Vizslas 
around at his greenhouse business in Gorst. Then in his 80’s, 

Bob Foster’s dog training days were long past, though still a viv-
id memory in his Bremerton home, which was decorated by the 

many field trophies he won with Arco, a son of Nikki, and a 
large collection of black & white photographs he took of the 
many dogs he trained, but mostly of Nikki and her son Arco.  

I had just had my first Vizsla litter in 1982, and with a few pups 
in tow, Bob showed me the local grounds in Belfair where he 
trained his dogs. It was good to see his memories come alive 

again as he reminisced. His dog CH Nikki’s Arco was inducted 
into the VCA Hall of Fame in 1983, shortly before his death. 

The last time I saw George was in June 2007, not 
long before his passing. I took 3 young girls from my 
latest litter to visit him at his home near Port Orchard 
where he kept busy raising koi fish. He took a shine 
to the smallest of my girls, looked at her thoughtful-
ly, and told me he’d like a puppy out of her. I think 
she reminded him of his fast little bird dog Nikki 

from 50 years ago, who he said was “a once in a life-
time dog.” His daughters said “Oh Dad, you can’t 
have a puppy at your age!” I told them they should 

let him dream of possibilities and remember the past 
fondly. And I hope he did. 

black & white photos taken by  
Robert S. Foster, color photos taken by Pam  Hidaka 

George with CH Fantazsa's Vot Zdorova Divali JH  June 2007 

George, Pam & Bob 1982  

Hunting in Eastern WA: 
George with Nikki, Sally and Donald Douglas Jr with Lucky 
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Delegate Report 
10-11 March 2025 Newark NJ  
This was the annual election of delegates to the AKC Board of Directors.   

The following were elected to the Class of 2029 

Eduardo T. Fugiwara, Delegate, Two Cities Kennel Club 

Robin Stansell, Delegate, French Bull Dog Club of America 

Sylvia A. Thomas, Delegate, Kennel Club of Riverside 

Dr. Thomas M. Davies, Delegate, Springfield Kennel Club, Inc. 

  

In addition, Dr. Thomas M. Davies (Springfield Kennel Club, Inc.) was re-elected as the Chairman of the Board and Dr. 
Michael Knight, PhD (Texas Kennel Club) was elected as Vice Chairman of the Board. 

  

As of 1 April 2025, Gina DiNardo has taken over as President and CEO of the AKC replacing Dennis Sprung who had 
served in that position for over two decades.   Sheila Goff has been appointed as Executive Secretary.  

  

A conformation rule change passed allowing dogs that have been neutered or spayed to compete in Brace and/or 
Teams classes at independent specialties or all-breed dog shows that do not offer competition beyond Best of Breed.  

  

The Canine College continues to expand.  There are over 25 Breeder Education Courses.  New this year is Puppy 
Preparation and Puppy Training. Coming in 2025 is the Canine and Child Preparation Program, a valuable online 
course series designed to help families prepare their dogs for the arrival of a new baby and throughout those early 
years.   I am impressed with the preview of this course.  Even if you are a very experienced dog owner, there are a vari-
ety of courses that will benefit you.  The Canine College should be recommended as a resource for all dog owners.  

  

I’d like to discuss dog registration. Registrations across all breeds are down about 26%.  Of the 203 breeds recognized 
by the AKC, 101 of them are considered low entry breeds.  That means the are very few that compete in conformation 
events.  Conformation is the cornerstone of the AKC.  When those entries start dropping, we often see a decrease in 
breeding.  Of great concern, 21 different breeds had 10 or fewer litters registered in 2024.  If that continues, those 
breeds are on the road to extinction.  The Vizsla is also on a downward path. 

  

Here are some statistics: 

            Registered Litters: 

            2012: 958 

            2021: 1,333 (All time high) 

            2022: 1,144 

            2023: 980 

            2024: 813  (Down 17% from last year and down 18.1% from 2012) 

  

            Registered Dogs: 

            2012: 6,589             Ranked 34th out of all breeds 

            2021: 9,110             Ranked 32nd 

            2022: 7,718             Ranked 33rd 

            2023: 6,551              Ranked 35th 

            2024: 5,395              Ranked 35th    (Down 8.6 % since 2012) 

 

I find these numbers concerning.  Diminishing numbers are significant because they can lead to a loss of genetic 
diversity.  In addition, it shows that we may not be fostering the next generation of caretakers for our 
breed.  Awareness of a decline in breed numbers is key to ensuring we take the correct steps for the health and 
well-being of our beloved breed well into the future.  

continued on next page... 

Vizs la  Club of  America’s  Delegate ’s  Repor t  
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...Delegate Report Continued 
On a positive note, 25% of all litters are bred by members of the VCA.  This is a very good number compared 
to other breeds.  Personally, I would love to see that percentage continue to grow each year. 

  

During the field committee meeting, there was discussion of a possible new conformation assessment 
event.  For many breeds, there is a cultural difference between field and show. Competition drives breed 
specialization to the point that some breeds are two completely different types between show and 
field.  The idea behind the conformation assessment is that it would be a suffix title that a dog could earn 
that proves it was purposely bred to not only conform to the breed standard but able to perform in the field 
as well.   More to come on this.   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Canine Health meeting discussed bird flu. Bird influenza has persisted over the past two years and is 
spreading. Cats are at greater risk than dogs as they are more susceptible to brain involvement. Cats are ex-
posed by devouring birds, drinking raw cows’ milk, and consuming raw cat foods, which may contain infect-
ed bird parts. There are rare cases reported in dogs, but the disease may be subclinical in some cases. Feed-
ing raw diets is a risk for cats particularly, but also for dogs and humans who handle the food. Cooking raw 
diets to 160 degrees, if they must be used, is recommended.    

  

Eddie Dziuk reported that the OFA now had CHIC numbers on over 196,000 dogs.  With regard to the OFA 
DNA repository, NC State believes that they have identified a mutation in Golden Retrievers which may con-
fer susceptibility to hypertrophic cardiac myopathy. They have accessed the OFA DNA of 30 retrievers, which 
are believed on account of their pedigrees to be at risk of the condition, to validate their genetic finding. This 
is just an example of why submitting blood to the data bank is so important.  

  

Mr. Dzuik  says that he is able to deliver Zoom presentations on a variety of subjects to kennel clubs looking 
for educational programs. Contact him at OFA if interested.  

  

 continued on next page... 

Vizs la  Club of  America’s  Delegate ’s  Repor t  
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...Delegate Report Continued 
The International Partnership for Dogs will host its first virtual health forum on 03 and 04 June 2025. Limited 
information is available on the website at this time: https://dogwellnet.com/content/ipfd-international-dog-
health-workshops/271_ipfdvirtual-canine-health-forum-june-2025/272_ipfd-virtual-canine-health-forum-
2025-premeeting-resources/overview-ipfd-virtual-canine-health-forum-june-2025-r854/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Garvin reviewed the progress of the Purebred Preservation Bank. Thus far, 38 semen donations have 
been accepted, stored in 12 storage facilities. Visit the PPPB website for a new one-page outline of the      
donation process.  

  

 

 

 

 

Https://akcppb.org/forms-2/donor-information/the-donation-process/ 

  

Dr. Garvin stated that an estimated 1000 breeding units per month are destroyed by semen banks unable to 
obtain responsibility for payment of stored semen. 

  

Dog Legislation continues to be a great concern.  Currently, there are over 1500 bills that the AKC is tracking 
at the state and federal levels.  The key phrases being used in many of these bills are “cruelty breeding” and 
“torture breeding”.    Please pay attention to any legislation in your area.    

  

Social media is both a blessing and a curse.   I’d like to encourage everyone to think before they 
post.  Respect differences. Be welcoming.  

 

As always, reach out to me if you have any concerns or questions.  I love getting feedback!  

  

Kathy Rust 

Vizs la  Club of  America’s  Delegate ’s  Repor t  

https://dogwellnet.com/content/ipfd-international-dog-health-workshops/271_ipfdvirtual-canine-health-forum-june-2025/272_ipfd-virtual-canine-health-forum-2025-premeeting-resources/overview-ipfd-virtual-canine-health-forum-june-2025-r854/
https://dogwellnet.com/content/ipfd-international-dog-health-workshops/271_ipfdvirtual-canine-health-forum-june-2025/272_ipfd-virtual-canine-health-forum-2025-premeeting-resources/overview-ipfd-virtual-canine-health-forum-june-2025-r854/
https://dogwellnet.com/content/ipfd-international-dog-health-workshops/271_ipfdvirtual-canine-health-forum-june-2025/272_ipfd-virtual-canine-health-forum-2025-premeeting-resources/overview-ipfd-virtual-canine-health-forum-june-2025-r854/
Https://akcppb.org/forms-2/donor-information/the-donation-process/
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How to Get More Involved in Nose Work  

By Stephanie Gibeault, MSc, CPDT  

Updated: Jul 08, 2024  
Read article online HERE 
 
In many ways, our dogs are walking noses. Sniffing is how they make 
sense of the world, so activities that incorporate their sense of 
smell are a sure-fire way to make them happy. There are many types 
of nose work for dogs, from scent work with different organizations 
to various sports like tracking, Earthdog, or Barn Hunt. AKC Scent 
Work can help enhance your dog’s abilities in all these activities.  
 
Click here for a quick video 

 

Dogs Are Built for Nose Work 
Humans have five million scent receptors in our noses. But dogs have over 200 million! They descended from wolves, so it’s 
no surprise their predatory heritage left them with a keen sense of smell. That means nose work isn’t about teaching dogs 
how to smell. It’s about providing a structure for something they’re doing anyway. In other words, sniffing with rules. 
 
Ron Weaks and his dog “Lexey,” a Grand Basset Griffon Vende en, participate in several types of nose work-related activities, 
including scent work, tracking, and barn hunt. These scenthounds were developed as hunting dogs, so nose work lets Lexey 
do what she was bred for. Weaks appreciates his dog’s heritage, both man-made and natural. “I get a kick out of seeing dogs 
following instincts that have been developed for thousands of years,” he says. 

 
Nose Work With Other Organizations 
Besides AKC Scent Work, there are several nose work organizations including the National Association of Canine Scent 
Work (NACSW) and United States Canine Scent Sports (USCSS). While they all challenge dogs to detect hidden odors, there 
are some differences in the details. For example, NACSW and USCSS include vehicle searches. AKC Scent Work has a buried 
element and a handler discrimination division. 
 

Participant Shaefer Sides takes part in both the NACSW and USCSS as well as AKC 
Scent Work with his Beagle, “Buddy.” He finds the different activities in each or-
ganization keep the sport enjoyable. “I think new challenges continue to develop 
in the scent work trial setting; new ways to test the teams. Those new challenges 
continue to make scent work an interesting new sport,” he explains. Rather than 
targeting his training to one particular venue, he practices generic problems. He 
can then apply these problems across any of the scent work trial situations. 
Sides also appreciates how his involvement in various organizations provides 
even more trial opportunities than he would have otherwise. “I haven’t had to 
travel outside the central Texas area to trial, mainly because the other venues 
have helped to grow the interest and involvement from the dog sport community,” 
he adds. 
Jennifer Redfern, who competes in both AKC Scent Work and NACSW with 
her German Pinschers, also values having multiple sources of nose work competi-
tions. She believes there are some difficulties, such as differing rules. However, 
she feels that the unique scenarios in each organization provide her dogs with 
new training and testing challenges. “Quite a few nose work competitors go back 
and forth between the different organizations to increase knowledge and to in-
crease playtime fun for their beloved canines,” she notes. 

 
Continued on next page... 

AKC’s  Ar t icle  on Nose Work  

https://www.akc.org/author/stephanie-gibeault/
https://www.akc.org/expert-advice/sports/akc-scent-work-nose-work-activities/
https://www.akc.org/expert-advice/lifestyle/how-to-unleash-your-dogs-super-sense-of-smell/
https://www.akc.org/expert-advice/lifestyle/how-to-unleash-your-dogs-super-sense-of-smell/
https://www.akc.org/sports/tracking/
https://www.akc.org/sports/earthdog/
https://www.akc.org/sports/title-recognition-program/barn-hunt/
https://www.akc.org/sports/akc-scent-work/
https://www.akc.org/sports/akc-scent-work/
https://www.akc.org/expert-advice/sports/akc-scent-work-nose-work-activities/
https://www.akc.org/expert-advice/news/your-dog-might-be-40000-years-old/
https://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/grand-basset-griffon-vendeen/
https://nacsw.net/
https://nacsw.net/
http://www.uscaninescentsports.com/
https://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/beagle/
https://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/german-pinscher/
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Other Sports That Use a Dog’s Nose 
Redfern says nose work has boosted her dog Winston’s performance in barn hunt as well. Barn hunt involves dogs locating 
rats (which are safe in aerated tubes) hidden in a maze of hay bales. Thanks to nose work, Redfern is more aware of cones of 
odor, how odor moves, and how her dog detects a scent. “This helps me better understand why my dog moves around the 
barn hunt course the way he does,” she explains. “I have more ability to recognize when he is ‘in odor’ and when he is very 
near to the source of the odor be it sourced from essential oils or from warm-blooded animals.” 

Jennifer Kimberlin also participates in barn hunt with her Standard Schnauzers and agrees that knowing when her dogs are 
in odor is invaluable. They had hit a wall in barn hunt. But with scent work training, both her dogs have since earned their 
Master Champion titles. When thinking about her dog “Derby,” Jennifer says, “Once we moved into the higher levels of barn 
hunt and had to move faster, I was able to pick up on his signs he was in odor and know when he found the rat faster due to 
watching his signs. He learned to trust that I was watching and listening to him.”  

Weaks also participates in multiple nose work-related sports, including barn hunt and tracking. Barn hunt and scent work 
both primarily use air scenting to locate the source of an odor. Now, he’s able to use some of the same training methods for 
both sports. He calls it doubling up on training. On the other hand, he sees tracking and scent work as cousin sports. “The 
goal in tracking is to find the path, or track, the person laid out as well as the articles. If a dog only air scented to find the arti-
cle, they may be off track enough to fail the test,” he explains.  

Kimberlin and Derby have also dabbled in tracking. She says scent work has helped them by teaching Kimberlin patience 
and trust. “Derby brackets a lot when tracking, but because of scent work, I can see his body language and know he is in 
scent rather than smelling a squirrel,” she adds. 

Plus, each sport allows Kimberlin to meet different trainers with unique perspectives. “Working in several nose work sports 
is greatly beneficial,” she says. “They also approach scent differently, so you can take a bit from each one and spin it into 
what works for you and your dog.” Finally, she appreciates how training and trialing in different environments helps 
to proof her dogs for the other venues. The variety of experience means that she’ll be ready, no matter the circumstances. 

Give AKC Scent Work a Try 

With all the benefits AKC Scent Work can bring to other nose work activities, it’s definitely worth a try. Even if you don’t 
compete, you could see a boost in your other nose work sports. Plus, your dog will have a ball. Sides thinks AKC Scent Work 
is just as exciting as agility’s teeters, tunnels, and dog walks. “Watching the dog change his direction, watching the dog quick-
en his pace, watching him work the odor problem to 
find the source – that’s the ‘wow’ in Scent Work,” he 
concludes. 

 

Continued. . .AKC’s  Ar t icle  on Nose Work  

https://www.amazon.com/Ink-Available-Scentwork-Portable-Essential/dp/B0CFHFZPLY?crid=2DCJY15TUT0NX&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.ZkItAaRaW8GXL-9zGER9RtWt0doPPJWi0Nck8Yk9ASvoCRcgxvSwMb_goLSfczMz-reN5Zf6y8HWHN4os9g567bd7ytmi1_YIg3Klp3YO6Tmp4RiBeecY9EqqXyKZw1Z-GWBo09_o3DWiMz
https://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/standard-schnauzer/
https://www.akc.org/expert-advice/training/proofing-goofs/
https://www.akc.org/expert-advice/lifestyle/why-not-give-akc-scent-work-a-try/
https://www.akc.org/sports/agility/
https://prf.hn/click/camref:1100l9KzB/pubref:akc-org/ar:ea-akc-scent-work-nose-work-activities/destination:https%3A%2F%2Fwww.chewy.com%2Fhdp-collapsible-agility-dog-training%2Fdp%2F153035?rel=sponsored
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BRAGS FROM OUR CLUB MEMBERS  
 

 

 

CH Alpine's Golden Hour UT1 - DRIGGS!  

Driggs won his second big horseback field trial Gun Dog Major in Arizona 

last month, leaving him one point shy of finishing his Field Championship/

Dual Championship. He is very close to joining a small, elite club of Dual 

Champion, Utility Prized dogs!  

 

 

 

 

 

Ronin -  

FC Alpine's Forged in the Arena  

Ronin had a fantastic Spring Field trial season! He started his season 

earning Runner Up in the National Vizsla Association Western All Age 

Classic. He then earned his Field Championship -- making him our 

youngest Field Champion at just two years old. This is after earning 4th 

Place at the VCA National Field Trial last fall.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alpine's Major Hot Lips Houlihan - Houli  

Little miss Houli won her Derby points in Arizona last month, winning the 2 

points take off horseback. She then won the VCA Puppy Classic at the 

NGDC!  

 

 

 

 

 

♥Submitted by Jessica Mackey  
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BRAGS FROM OUR CLUB MEMBERS  
 

 

GCH DC Alpine's Name of the Wind SH  

Denali had a phenomenal field trial season, earning placements in both All 

Age and Limited Gun Dog stakes. She finished her Dual Championship 

with and Open All Age win. She then switched gears to finish her Senior 

Hunter as well.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The rest of the Alpine Crew had a spectacular end of their hunting season, putting in the 

work to fill the freezer full of wild birds in Eastern Washington.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

♥Submitted by Jessica Mackey  
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BRAGS FROM OUR CLUB MEMBERS  
 

Jocko’s New Tites  

GCHB CH RACH OneTen Spektrum Supercharged GTO by Tierah CDX BN RM3 RAE2 SH 

FDC NA NAJ FCAT ACT1 ACT1J SWE SBM THDD CGCA CGCU TKP VHMA . 

 

                                 Scent work Master Buried  

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

                                      Senior Hunt 

 

 

 

Mustang’s New Titles  

GCH CH Jaybren's August Red Rising In Memphis By Tierah BN RE JH FDC NAJ FCAT 

ACT1J SWE SCM SEM CGC TKA VHMP  

 

                                  Scent work Master Exterior  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                   FastCat FCAT  

 

♥Submitted by Megham Falkenberry 
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BRAGS FROM OUR CLUB MEMBERS  
                                                                  Ragnar  

BISS MBISOH GCH CH Camden's Red Rising Laugh Until It Hurts BN RI JH SWA CGC 

Best In Show Specialty, Judge Bridget Brown 

TEVCO Designated Specialty, March 9, 2025  

NOHS Best In Show, Judge Deborah Thornton  

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

                                   

Overall Advanced Scent Work Title  

 

 

 

Sefi, New Champion!  

 

CH Tierah's Jitty Jitty Bang Thang At Red Rising CGC  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

♥Submitted by Megham Falkenberry 



 

 

The Sounder                                                                                                    Page 21 

BRAGS FROM OUR CLUB MEMBERS  

 

VEGA 

CH Sokoldalu's Brilliant Gt Superstar CD BN RI MH BCAT SIA SEA SCN RATN CGC TKA FTN 

(Brock x Sola)  

 

Vega, with Carla leading, got to step into the ring again during this year’s All-

Star Review! What a ride it has been for this special girl. At the specialty 

show, Vega took 2nd out of 6 hunting bitches! She also achieved a new 

Fetch title at nationals and checked the height box for her VCA Versatility 

Certificate. We couldn’t be more grateful for all the support we’ve received 

from all of our wonderful vizsla friends throughout the years that made all of 

this possible. 

 

Owned and loved by Kevin Crampton and Bryan Solem 

Bred by Carla Slabaugh, Sarah Smith-Falkner, Gaeyln Krauser, and Sam 

Chew 

 

 

♥Submitted by Kevin Crampton   

A Vizsla for Mayor? 

While a popular question to hear from different poles during an election may be “would you 

trust this candidate with your dog?” maybe the more important question is “would you trust your 

dog to run for office?”. On Orcas Island, we’ve chosen to forgo the more boring and conten-

tious humans-as-politicians business and each year we elect a new mayor with one important 

qualification, they must be an animal. This is the first year in the history of Eastsound, that a 

Vizsla is running for office. The voting is a fundraiser with the proceeds benefiting a preschool 

on the island, Children’s House, which offers high quality care and education for kids of all 

backgrounds. This race helps ensure they have enough scholarships for kids in the upcoming 

year. The votes are simple, the candidate that raises the most money wins. As a puppy who 

was raised at sailing camp and became a dog who loves children, helping kids fits with what he 

loves to do. As someone who loves dog sports, I made what in hindsight was a huge mistake 

by taking a 10 year gap from showing dogs and a 4 year gap without owning a dog. With all 

that lost time and the need to make up for it, I accidentally landed on the perfect breed with my 

first Vizsla. In my pursuit to do everything, he’s been a willing and devoted companion. As part 

of the campaign, we’re bringing a set of Rally signs and stands from home to the weekly Satur-

day Market events for other folks to try with their dogs and we’ll be handing out info on how to 

get involved with dog sports on the island. I started as a volunteer with the local 4-H club this 

year and we’re trying to grow it next year to more than 2 kids in the dog project. That may 

sound small but the island only has about 5000 year-round residents. Anyone can help support the campaign by donating at 

mayorofeastsound.org where they can follow along with who’s winning. The campagin begins June 7th and ends July 5th. You can also support 

the campaign with our very official Fisher for Mayor merch at https://www.bonfire.com/fisher-for-mayor/. A portion of each shirt sale goes to sup-

port his campaign and is donated directly to the Children’s House.    Solana's Tall Enough For This Ride              ♥Submitted by Julia Soes  

http://mayorofeastsound.org
https://www.bonfire.com/fisher-for-mayor/
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BRAGS FROM OUR CLUB MEMBERS  

 

 

 

INDY 

 Am GCH Int'l CH Sokoldalu's The Quest Begins JH FCAT SCA SIA SEN SHDA CGCA 

CGCU FITS  

(Bosun x Tori)  

 

Indy - FCAT in Kennewick,made it #5 last year than ended #9 overall Vizslas, this year Indy 

made the cut at nationals, and loves to play in scentwork trials. Working in excellent interiors, 

adv.containers, finally finished his novice exterior first time back waiting till he matures.  

♥Submitted by Kathy Gilbert   

 

BREE 

Sokoldalu's Summer Breeeeze JH SWN SCA SEA SHDN CGC 

(Kave x Keyla) 

 

Bree has been working on Scent Work 

Excellent Containers, finished Novice 

Overall title, and Advanced Exteriors.  

She also finished her Junior Hunter and 

competed in the specialty at winery win-

ning  2 reserve winners and a major win-

ners.  

 

♥Submitted by Kathy Gilbert 
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BRAGS FROM OUR CLUB MEMBERS  

 

Riverside's Glowing Ember CGC  TKN 

Ember from our recent trip to City of Rocks, ID (May 23-June 1).  

This was Ember's third time visiting CoR for what is now our annual climbing 

trip. It's a very dog friendly low key place to celebrate my husband and my 

anniversary plus Ember's bday (we were in City of Rock's when we found 

out her litter was born and she has basically celebrated all her birthdays 

there :-)  This year Ember really showed her 3 year old self's maturity with 

far more patient stalking and pointing of lizards (along with chasing).                                

 

 

 

 

It's amazing how tired she gets just staying still intensely watching them! 

I hope next time to have news of Ember getting the Novice Rally title but alas 

our next opportunity is this coming Sunday 6/15 in Arlington which is too late 

for the photo deadline.  

this older photo here is Ember and my now past GSP Ava wearing party hats 

in City of Rocks for Ember's first birthday back in May 2023 

♥Submitted by Patty Cokus   

CH FANTAZSA'S THE TYGER BN RE JH NFP CA BCAT RATN CGC TKN 

 

(GRCHB DC AFC Snowridge Gunfire Flynn MH CGC  

x CH Fantazsa's Classic Chenille BN RE OA OAJ NAP NJP NF RATN CGC TKN)  

At age 13-1/2 years, Tyger was the oldest dog in the May 2025 PSVC specialty show. None-

theless, he rose to the occasion and was recognized by judge JoAnn Colvin with an Award of 

Merit from the Veteran Dog 11 years & Older class.  

It is without a doubt a great privilege to show a senior dog.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

♥Submitted by Pam Hidaka  
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BRAGS FROM OUR CLUB MEMBERS  

 

GCH CH Walter -Sokoldalu's B'Rock My World RI BCAT SCN SIN SEN CGC TKN 

Brooke and I have been pretty busy over the last few months. I was determined to get her 

Grand Championship on our own and I am proud to say we accomplished that which has 

blown me away. We took an OHG1, BOS, and BOH/BOB twice in Elma. Then we showed in 

the PSVC, VCA, and Rainier Sporting dog specialties and received and AOM, select twice, 

and BOS (all major wins) to complete her Grand!!  

Between the conformation rings we played in the scent work trial held by the Wenatchee Ken-

nel Club in Cashmere 

and she earned her nov-

ice scent work titles in 

containers, interior, exte-

rior, and is one Q from 

her buried title! 

We hope to start compet-

ing in agility soon as 

well.  

Brooke B’Rocks my world!!  

 

♥Submitted by Gaylan Warnock   

 Sokoldalu's Cherries Budding Jubilee JH SIN SEN SBN  

           Summit (Bud x Cherry)  

 

Ran her first Junior Hunt at the GSP Clubs test in Ellensburg. It was scorching hot, but she 

was determined to find the birds. Summit 

earned high marks in every test earning 

her Junior Hunt title! 

 

Summit also had a fantastic time at the 

WKC scent work trial earning her Novice 

Exterior, Novice Interior and Novice Buried 

titles with several top placements.  

 

 

♥Submitted by Leslie Garman  
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BRAGS FROM OUR CLUB MEMBERS  
CURIE 

Int CH Coast Range's Lady Val'Curie Rue Always Bet on Red BCAT CGCA 

TKI VHMP FITB FTN FDCh (Keenu x Lily) 

 

After a long work in progress for our first experience with confirmation we're 

excited to announce Curie earned her first points in Canada taking Best of 

Opposite on March 30th at the Oceanside Kennel Club while being handled 

by Eleesa Markham! 

 

 

 

 

 

Additionally, she debuted with her flyball club, Seattle Flydogs, in March 

earning her Flyball Dog (FD) and Flyball Dog Excellent (FDX) titles, as well 

as a Personal Best time of 4.9 seconds! She then went on to secure her 

Flyball Dog Champion (FDCh) at her second ever tournament in May with a 

whopping 500 points in a single day! 

 

 

 

 

TESLA 

Int Alt/SV CH Lord Tesla CGC TKN FITS FTI FDCh (Red x Sinjun) 

Tesla, ever the showman, went to his first International Dog show in January and came 

home with 2 Best in Show Altered Wins and 2 Reserve Best in Show Altered Wins! He is 

such a little showman and loves prancing around the ring for his "adoring fans". He also re-

ceived his Altered and Super Veteran Champion titles from the IABCA over that weekend. 

 

 

Additionally, Tesla 

JUST started playing 

FastCat last year at 

the ripe "young" age of 

10. We're happy to 

announce that he 

achieved his BCAT in 

March in Monroe. 

 

♥Submitted by Iris Vonberg  
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BRAGS FROM OUR CLUB MEMBERS  
 

The first half of 2025 has been pretty amazing for the Dezertfyre Family! 

 

 

Wylde started the year in March with his first back to back Best in Specialty 

wins 2 NOHS Group 4 and his first Sporting Group Win at the Trails End 

Vizsla Club and Silver Falls Kennel Club.  With our local show not happen-

ing this year we decided to venture to Idaho for a warmup before we headed 

out to Nationals.  It was worth the trip and gave us a great start to Nationals 

with not one but TWO Sporting Group wins and Two Owner Handler Group 

wins.   We started Nationals week with Obedience and Wylde won his Be-

ginner Novice Class with a lovely 197!  The next day his son Crush (xMerlot) 

was Best Opposite sex in Puppy Sweepstakes.  All of his puppies entered at 

National from two different litters placed in their classes.  Beyond our wildest dreams Wylde finished out Nationals as VCA's 2025 Best of Oppo-

site Sex!  Back home earned another NOHS Group 1 at Spokane Kennel club as well as Group 2 and 3.  With only a few days break we headed to 

the Wine Country Vizsla Specialties with RSDA Sporting Dog Fling.  Where he was Best in Specialty three of the 4 specialties and Best of Breed 

both days of RSDA cementing his Grand Champion Bronze.  In a powerhouse Sporting Group he earned his 4th Group 1 this year and two 

more  Owner Handler Group 1  NBOSS MBISHOS Multi Group Winning MBISS Am/Can/Intl Ch Dezertfyre Rhapsody Narnia Business JH, RN, 

TKN CGC (Yogi x Stori).   

 

 

Stori is semi retired and only entered in Veterans at Standalone specialties, earned another BOS at Tevco to her son's BISS.  On to an amazing 

nationals,  she started the weekend earning her second qualifying score in Rally Advance with a great score but with 3 perfect runs in the Adv B 

class she was out of the ribbons.  The next day in Sweepstakes  she won Best Veteran Bitch with her beau Yogi (Wylde's sire) winning Best Vet-

eran Dog.  It was extra special as their grandkids from littermates Wylde and Taryn won Best in Sweeps and Best Op in Sweeps.  With Wylde and 

Razz as her offspring she won the Brood Bitch class securing a spot on the perpetual trophy!  She placed 1st in the 9-11 Veteran class giving her 

the opportunity to compete in best of breed where she made it to the final cut.  Entered in the three standalone specialties at Wine Country she 

won Best Opposite, Best Veteranx2, Best Owner Handled, and an AOM. Not too shabby for an almost 10 year old semi retired Veteran!  NBISS 

MBISNOHS IntlBIS, Group placing GCHS Am/Can/Intl CH Rhapsody Dezertfyre Write UR Stori, CGC, BN, CD, RN, TKI, SH (Justice x Ellie) 

 

 

 

♥Submitted by Sheila Wald  



 

 

Arlo (Jocko x Vada) earned his Rally Advanced title over the weekend at the Memorial Day Cluster show in Spokane. Arlo started his journey in 

the rally ring last fall and has really been amazing with his performance, earning qualifying scores in each trial he has done.  

Arlo also earned his DCAT title at the Five Valley Kennel Club show in Missoula, MT with a top speed of 27.02 mph! 

Arlo is: 

Coast Range’s & Spektrum’s Rocket Man 

RA JH CA DCAT CGCA TKN 

 

Viggo (Chase x Zoe) earned his FCAT title 

over the weekend at the Five Valley Kennel 

Club show in Missoula with a top speed of 

25.76 mph!  

Viggo is: 

Spektrum’s All Your Heart Desires RN JH 

NJP CA FCAT CGC TKN 

 

 

          ♥Submitted by Athena Rima  
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Razz only entered for Specialty weekends was BOS and Select at the Spring TEVCO speciali-

ties at Silver Falls.  Made it through 2 cuts at nationals.  Best Opposite at both VCA Regionals 

and Select at RSDA both days  MBISS GCH Am/Intl Ch Dezertfyre's Miss American Pie JH 

(DF Maverick x Stori) 

 

  

Wylie placed in all his classes at Nationals, 

and finished his Championship with a bang 

going BOW x2 at the Wine Country special-

ities.  Wylie is co-owned by Sheila Wald, 

Chris and Noelle Nelson and breeder Sa-

rah Luther.  Velocity n Dezerfyre's Walk on 

the Wylde Side (Wylde x Merlot)  Littermate 

Touche finished her championship with a 

Specialty  major a week later.  Touche is 

bred and owned by Sarah Luther.            

 

♥Submitted by Sheila Wald  
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Nitro (Riker x Cedar) 

Finished his Rally Novice with 2 -2nd placements. And his 1st leg in Intermediate. Now back in the show ring, only needs 1 point for his Bronze. 

 

Rezi ( Nitro x Marley) finished BCAT, earned Fetch title Novice, and Rally Novice Title and 2 Q’s towards Intermediate Rally. 

 

Rudi ( Bosun x Gemma) earned his BCAT.  

 

Penny (Bosun x Gemma) earned her BCAT with some impressive times. 

 

Rumor ( Bosun x Gemma ) This girl loves Fastcat. 

 

 

 

 

 

♥Submitted by Athena Rima  
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Our loot from nationals                                                                                          Brood Bitch 

It has been a busy quarter in our house doing Scent Work, Conformation, and Rally.  Nationals was very good to us.  Both KEYLA (Brock x Cola) 

and GIBBS (Kave x Keyla) place first in one of their Rally classes.  CHERRY (Brock x Reba) joined the other two to play in Scent Work and all 

three placed in ribbons in addition to some first placements.  Keyla pulled off a major feat and earned her Detective Title at nationals (I believe the 

first Vizsla to have done that), Gibbs earned his Rally Advanced title, and his over all Scent Work Advanced title after completing his Advanced 

Containers.  Keyla then was awarded 3rd in Brood Bitch with her 16m babies representing her get.  On the big day, Gibbs pulled a Reserve Win-

ners at the National show for his second major (Just like his GPA Brock & Reserve Winners Bitch was also a Brock Grandkid).  Keyla made it 

through all the cuts and given an Award of Merit.  Everyone competed in Scent Work in Wenatchee and Gibbs completed his over all Excellent 

Level title.  Cherry earned her first Detective Qualifying run and all three are just one away from earning Master/Elite titles.  Gibbs at the Special-

ties in Olympia picked up his third major going Best of Winner and also was awarded 3 reserves. 

 

 

 

 

 

♥Submitted by Carla Slabaugh 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 VCA’s Reserve Winners Gibbs                                                                                                    Keyla with her VCA Detective Ribbon 
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Meeting Minutes  (3/29/25)  

 Puget Sound Vizsla Club 

Meeting Minutes 

Date: Saturday, March 29, 2025 

Call In Meeting 

 
Roll Call at 6:30pm:  
 
Kathy & Steve Gilbert, Carla Slabaugh, Erica Nicholson, Janine Marty, Mari McIntyre, Me-
ghan Faulkenberry, Linda Collier, Lisa Stewart.  
 
Minutes of last meeting  
Approved meeting minutes from January 2025  
 
Report of President:  
 ● Speaking on behalf of Mari: Current balance is $676 secondary to the expenses 
  that we accrued to support the hunt test. As of 1/1/25, it was $7127.  
 ● Sources of revenue, to date:  
  ○ From Membership dues: $946  
  ○ From Monroe Specialty: $202  
 ● Expenses:  
  ○ Hunt test: $9437.41  
  ○ VCA and Gun dog donations: $300  
  ○ Bremerton Specialty: $116  
  ○ Club website: $163  
  ○ Quickbooks: $113  
 ● Final Revenue from the hunt test: $11415.00  
 ● Hunt test Profits: $1977.59  
 
Report of Secretary: No report  
 
Report of Treasurer: See above  
 
Report of Breeder Referral:  
 ● Janine said she’s had a lot of puppy inquiries lately. If you have any litters coming up or on the ground, let her know.  
 
Reports of committees  
 
Hunt test 2025 - Tom Shay - A quick synopsis provided well after the meeting, but included here:  
 ● We have concluded our 2025 hunt test and our first double double! We moved to a new venue on the east side to 
  give handlers and dogs a sense of a real life hunting experience. Despite the late spring thaw, which brought 
  lots of wet ground, I've received much positive feedback from Judges and participants. The test netted  
  $1977.59, one of our highest net revenues in the past 10 years despite increased cost in birds and not having 
  a huge turnout.  
Bremerton Specialty - Gail Fleming  
 ● There exists an offer to hold a Friday Specialty next year, but further discussion is needed. There was some discus
  sion about perhaps making an effort to coordinate our specialties to better align with Tevco’s so we don’t  
  end up competing for entries, which seemed to happen this year. More discussion to follow.  
 
RSDA Independent Specialty - Sheila Wald - No report  
 
 
 
Continued on next page... 
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Continued. . .Meeting Minutes  (3/29/25)  

 Scent Work Committee - Carla Slabaugh  

 ● Paperwork was submitted to AKC and they have granted approval to hold trials to PSVC. The committee has identi

  fied a trial location which will be held at the elementary school in Nine Mile Falls, WA, just northwest of Spo

  kane, August 22-24. Four judges have agreed to judge for that weekend and contracts still need to go out to 

  them. The committee is busy making plans and preparations, but we really need club member volunteers to 

  make this happen.  

Wenatchee KC Specialty Weekend - Carla Slabaugh  

 ● Meghan sent out the survey results for judges chosen by the membership. The Independent Specialty on Saturday 

  will be a Concurrent Specialty, and Mr. Walter Sommerfelt will be approached to judge it. The two Designat

  ed Specialties will happen on Friday and Sunday, and judges Mrs. Carol Sommerfelt and Dana Cline will be  

  approached to judge those. Carla will work to see if Mrs. Abbott can judge the 4th show in an effort to follow 

  what the members voted, even though it won’t be a specialty.  

 ● Still to be determined is whether we want to hold a Sweepstakes, so look for another survey coming out in the fu  tu

  re to gauge member interest.  

 ● Wenatchee Kennel Club will be upgrading ribbons for the designated specialty and have also granted our request to 

  be in the cattle barn.  

New member applicant readings  

Second reading:  

Julia Soes  

 Interested in doing all the things (Show, Hunt test, Family companion, Agility, Field trial, Tracking, Obedience/Rally, 

 Rescue/foster, Event Volunteer, Scent Work, Therapy dog) with her first vizsla puppy she got from Heide Bergen. “I'm 

 getting back into showing dogs as a result of getting my first Vizsla, I see myself sticking with this for a long time and 

 would like to get more involved.” Sponsors: Gale Shay and Heidi Bergen  

 

First reading, new applicant:  

Katrina Rodin  

 Interested in a Single person membership. She’s an active member of the Canadian Kennel Club and is interested in 

 Show, Hunt test, Family companion, Agility, Field trial, Obedience/Rally, Event Volunteer, Scent Work. Katrina would 

 like to be more involved in the Vizsla community, learn from those who have loved the breed for years and learn 

 more about the different dog sports she can enjoy with her dog.  

  

 Sponsors: Gail Fleming, Sheila Wald  

 

Unfinished business  

  

Sheila: Regarding where will the remaining challenge go: It was delivered to Jill at the Salem shows.  

 

Valorie: Update on Fun Day in August.  

 ● Janine spoke on Valorie’s behalf. There is some interest in hiring an AKC Fetch judge, and it’s still up for debate how 

  to handle the entries and pay the judge, as well as which levels to consider offering. Also, an update to the 

  last meeting minutes: porta potty expense of $250 was approved.  

 

Meghan: Formation of Bylaw Committee. No report.  

New business - NA  

Adjournment 7:05pm  
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Meeting Minutes  (6/11/25)  

 Puget Sound Vizsla Club 

Meeting Minutes 

Date: Wednesday, June 11th, 2025 

Call In Meeting 

 
Roll Call at 6:45pm 
 
Athena Rima, Tom and Gale Shay, Meghan Faulkenberry, Erica Nicholson, Iris Vonberg, 
Leslie Garman, Valorie Bordon, Julia Soas, Carla Slabaugh, Gaelyn Krauser, David Pysher, 
Mari McIntire, Sue Muir, Janine Marty.  
 
Minutes of last meeting 
 
Approved meeting minutes from March 2025. Motion made to approve, which was seconded.  
 
Report of President:  
 

1.  Overall gist from the spring in review is entries are down, but events are many, successful, and fun.  
 
Report of Secretary : No report 
 
Report of Treasurer : No report 
 
Report of the Breeder Referral:  
 

1.   Janine is getting 5-10 inquiries per week, and she’s been working to determine the quality of the candidates, directing 
them to events and local breeders. She always appreciates knowing peoples’ future breeding plans, too, so she can direct 
those interested sooner than later. 

 
Report of the Membership Director: See below the second reading for Katrina Rodin. 
 
Reports of committees 
 

1.Hunt test 2025 - Tom Shay 
 

a.  PSVC held its 2025 hunt test AND our first double double March 29 & 30th at Sophie Creek Ranch in El-
lensburg.  Moving the test to the east side gives both dogs and handlers a better feel for more realistic hunting con-
ditions and in the case of this years test, better weather. We had a turnout totaling 119 entries over the two 
days.  Of the 119 entries, 45 received passing scores in either Junior, Senior or Master hunter levels. The weather 
was perfect for the test, cool with good wind for the dogs. There was a strong turnout of volunteer help this year 
which is huge when trying to put on an event like this. I would like to give a big shout out to Janine Marty, our test 
Secretary, Eric  Cookson who provided  hot cooked breakfasts and lunches, Will Stewart and Megan Faulkenberry for 
planting birds all weekend, Brian Faulkenberry and Megan’s dad Mike for gunning and bird planting, Lisa Stewart, 
Cathy Dickey, Gail Fleming and Sheila Wald for line marshaling, Mike Wald for directing participants and all who 
helped with takedown and cleanup.  Many thanks to all of them for their help in making this a successful event.  

 
 
 
 
 
Continued on next page... 
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2.  RSDA Independent Specialty - Sheila Wald (not present). Those in attendance were encouraged to comment on how it 
went: 

 
a. Carla reported about the venue being nice, but the extent of the gopher holes was disconcerting. Traffic manage
 ment was better than last year. A food truck present was nice. The weekend was a nice idea, but the ground and 
 footing could have been improved substantially.  
b. Valorie also reported and shared a similar sentiment to Carla. The lack of porta potties was also frustrating. Perhaps 
too many dogs were packed into too small a venue. Nevertheless, Sheila did a nice job with the trophy table and the 
ribbons.  
c. Alternative ideas for a different venue may be appreciated, and ideas about using the grounds at T90 Ranch were 
discussed for what seem like better amenities, and indoor arena with packed dirt, hookups for RV parking, etc. 
Sammamish KC event info stated they are going to have both covered and uncovered areas, so perhaps there exists 
some space outside for rings, too.  

 
3.  Scent Work Committee - Carla Slabaugh  

 
a.  The group has been busy at work preparing for PSVC’s first scent work trial. AKC has approved the event, judges 
have been solidified, and the location at Nine Mile Falls Elementary school has been reserved. Carla and Meghan plan 
to make a visit next Friday to better scope out rooms and access points.  
b.  Volunteers are needed, and encouraged, from the membership. You can both volunteer and run your dogs. RV dry 
camping is available on the school grounds.  
c.  Dates are August 22-24, and air conditioning is available for dogs and humans in the school gymnasium.  
d.  Next SW planning committee meeting: June 18th, 6:30pm. 
 

       4.  Wenatchee Specialty Weekend - Carla Slabaugh 
 

a.  Two designated specialties are planned; one on Friday and one on Sunday. The concurrent specialty is on Saturday 
 with our own judge, Walter Somerfelt, who agreed to the assignment.  

b.  Paperwork is done, AKC approvals made.  
c.  Trophy donations would be helpful, so look for an email soon for ways to contribute.  
d.  A request to reconsider offering Sweepstakes was made on account of the fact that they weren’t offered in 

 Bremerton or RSDA specialty weekends.  
 

i.   Vote to move forward with sweepstakes taken: all approve.  
ii.  Vote to approve a working hunt/field sweepstakes: all approve.  
iii. Sarah Smith-Falkner has offered to judge the sweepstakes classes. If anyone has ideas of someone interested, 

         please contact Carla so she can put together a vote if multiple options are suggested.  
iv.  Vote to support top vizslas with a toy award in the obedience and rally classes: all approve.   

 
Election of new members / Second reading: Katrina Rodin 

1.  Votes were made to approve and welcome new member, Katrina. No opposition.  
 
Unfinished business  

1.  August 2nd Fun day - Valorie Bordon. 
 a.  Gail and Tom: speaking about the hunt test levels  
 b.  Margaret Hughes: CGC and trick tests 
 c.  Workshop on making tug toys 
 d.  Beach access for water fun and social time 
 e.  Camping available in the field.  
 f.  Potentially in the future: Iris suggested she and Bill would love to facilitate a potential flyball demo.  
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 New business 
1.  2026 Specialty weekend plans, including where and when to hold them.  

 
Adjournment 8:16pm 

 
Next General Meeting Wednesday, August 6, 6:45pm 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

Contact Information 

 

Would you like to receive notification of Club Events via E-Mail Only. 

Membership Desired*  

Newsletter only (no voting privileges) $5.00  Single $15.00 Family $20.00   

*Membership dues are payable by January 1st and delinquent on March 31st.   Lapsed memberships are dropped from the roster 
with the April issue of the newsletter. Please make check payable to PSVC.  

Interests: What activities interest you?  

 
 
Memberships in Other Dog Clubs:  (Please list other dog clubs of which you are a member) 
 
Vizslas Currently Owned:  

 
0ÌÅÁÓÅ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅ Á ÂÒÉÅÆ ÅØÐÌÁÎÁÔÉÏÎ ÄÅÓÃÒÉÂÉÎÇ ÙÏÕÒ ÉÎÔÅÒÅÓÔ ÉÎ ÊÏÉÎÉÎÇ 036#ȡ  
 
 
 
Signatures of Applicant and Sponsor: 
) ÈÅÒÅÂÙ ÁÐÐÌÙ ÆÏÒ ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓÈÉÐ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 0ÕÇÅÔ 3ÏÕÎÄ 6ÉÚÓÌÁ #ÌÕÂȟ ÁÎÄ ÁÇÒÅÅ ÔÏ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔ ÔÈÅ #ÏÎÓÔÉÔÕÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ "Ù-,Á×Ó ÏÆ ÔÈÅ #ÌÕÂ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ #ÏÎÓÔÉÔÕȤ
ÔÉÏÎȟ "Ù-,Á×Ó ÁÎÄ 2ÕÌÅÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ !+#Ƞ ÔÏ ÅÎÃÏÕÒÁÇÅ ÈÉÇÈ ÓÔÁÎÄÁÒÄÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÂÒÅÅÄÉÎÇ ÏÆȟ ÔÒÁÉÎÉÎÇȟ ÁÎÄ ÃÏÍÐÅÔÉÎÇ ×ÉÔÈ 6ÉÚÓÌÁÓȠ ÁÎÄ ÔÏ ÐÒÏÍÏÔÅ ÔÈÅ 
ÈÅÁÌÔÈ ÁÎÄ ×ÅÌÆÁÒÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 6ÉÚÓÌÁ "ÒÅÅÄȢ  
 
!ÐÐÌÉÃÁÎÔ;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;  $ÁÔÅȡ;;;;;;;; !ÐÐÌÉÃÁÎÔ;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;$ÁÔÅȡ;;;;;;;;  

3ÐÏÎÓÏÒΥΧ;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;; $ÁÔÅȡ;;;;;;;; 3ÐÏÎÓÏÒΥΨ;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;; $ÁÔÅȡ ;;;;;;;; 

!ÐÐÌÉÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÍÕÓÔ ÂÅ ÃÏÍÐÌÅÔÅÄ ÉÎ ÆÕÌÌ ×ÉÔÈ ÁÌÌ ÓÉÇÎÁÔÕÒÅÓ ÉÎ ÏÒÄÅÒ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÃÏÎÓÉÄÅÒÅÄ ÆÏÒ ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓÈÉÐȢ  "Ù 036# "Ù-ÌÁ×Ó  ÅÁÃÈ ÁÐÐÌÉÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÓ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÒÅÁÄ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ǢÒÓÔ 
ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇ ÆÏÌÌÏ×ÉÎÇ ÒÅÃÅÉÐÔȟ ÐÒÏÓÐÅÃÔÉÖÅ ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓ ÎÁÍÅÓ ÐÕÂÌÉÓÈÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÎÅ×ÓÌÅÔÔÅÒ ÁÎÄ ÌÉÓÔÅÄ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÁÇÅÎÄÁ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ΨÎÄ ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇ ÁÔ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÔÈÅ ÁÐÐÌÉÃÁÔÉÏÎ ×ÉÌÌ 
ÂÅ ÖÏÔÅÄ ÏÎȢ  
 

Mail/email to Membership Chairman    membership@pugetsoundvizsla.net 

PSVC Membership Application/Renewal 
 

Name + Spouse/Other:   

Street Address:   

City, State, ZIP Code:   

Home Phone/Work Phone:   

Occupation:   

E-mail Address #1:   

Kennel Name: (if any)   

Do not publish the Home/Work/Fax/E-mail Address in Membership Directory (circle all that apply) 

Dog Related Activities Club Activities 

Show Agility Obedience Event Volunteer 

Hunt Test Field Trial Other Committee Position 

Family Companion Tracking Rescue/Foster Board Position 

mailto:membership@pugetsoundvizsla.net

